
Trinity  
News 

December 

2009 

Angela Baer is a Grade 9 student at 
Eastwood Collegiate.  A talented and 
earnest musician, she is heavily in-
volved in drama and music both at 
school and in the community.  She is 
a deeply reflective and thoughtful per-
son, and brings these and many other 
gifts to this congregation.  It has been 
a pleasure getting to know Angela 
over the past year as we traveled to-

gether along this journey of faith.  ~ Katherine Bitzer 
 

Daughter of choir members, Stuart and 
Karen Cross, sister of Ian, Jamie 
Cross has been at Trinity since she 
was a wee angel with a cloud of golden 
curls.  Now grown into a self-assured 
and wonderful young woman, Jamie is 
in grade nine of the International Bac-
calaureate program at Cameron 
Heights and is an athlete as well as a 
fine scholar. It is a joy to welcome her 

into full membership of Trinity United Church.  
~ Ann Dube 
 

Carolyn Thompson is a young 
lady who has been gifted with 
many talents.  She is very ath-
letic, being an accomplished 
dancer.  She has strong leader-
ship skills which she uses in her 
school.  Carolyn has a strong 
faith and love for her God and 

because of this cares deeply for those less fortunate 
and has a strong desire for peace in the world.  The 
world is a better place for having Carolyn Thompson in 
it. ~ Gail Summers 

It has been a real delight working 
with Nicole Service this year.  She 
has such a ready smile and a willing-
ness to help where needed.  She 
works quietly and efficiently at any 
task, particularly in the church nurs-
ery.  One of her passions is scrap-
booking which she has shared with 
me and which she hopes might be-
come a future career.  I hope she will 

continue to find delight in her service in the church and 
continue to grow in her faith.  ~ Barbara Bitzer 
 

Tim Oliver , a fine student and an out-
standing athlete, is the son of Peter 
and Lynn Oliver, the brother of Ben 
and a grandson of the late Ross and 
Jean Shaver.  He continues the strong 
family involvement in our church and 
in the larger community.  Having been 
well-nurtured in the faith, he continues 
his quest for what it means to be a 
Christian.  To this he brings his many 

gifts - Intelligence, articulateness, a questioning mind 
and a strong social conscience.  Much more will be 
heard from Tim in the future. ~ Rich Smale 
 

Santiago Nicolas Almada was born in 
Buenos Aires. When he was five, Santi 
immigrated to Canada with his parents, 
Gabriela Vera and Gabriel Almada. 
.On the soccer field, or the computer, 
Santi is amazing. He has the gifts of an 
inquiring mind, a thoughtful heart, and 
intense loyalty to his family, his heri-
tage. and his God  ~ Joyce Meckbach 
& Ken Motts 

Welcome Confirmands 

Welcome New Member 
�

�

� � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � � Cassandra Chapman was baptized at St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church in  
           Kingston, Ontario, confirmed at St. Marks Chapel in Greenwood, Nova Scotia  
           and later transferred her membership to Grace United in Yarker, Ontario.   
           Cassandra and her fiancé Ryan Eagles will be married here at Trinity in 2010.   



 
Let Your Hearts Sing! 
 
Rev. Jack Paleczny 
 
 
 
�

This is such an exciting time at Trinity.  While many 
congregations are wringing their hands and bemoan-
ing their fate, Trinity is flooded with signs of life and 
energy, enthusiasm and hope.  In this newsletter you 
will read about the dynamic energy of so many com-
mittees and projects and reports that your heads will 
spin.  Let your hearts sing!  Let the enthusiasm of 
what you read about, and share in, lift your spirits and 
fill you with hope for the future. 
 
In this newsletter and elsewhere you will hear about 
the completion of the Appreciative Inquiry  process.  
Out of your reflections on the best in our past have 
come proposals to strengthen our future. 
 
This has given us direction as we enter into conver-
sations about a possible amalgamation  with our 
close-by neighbours in the United Church, Highland 
Road and Zion.  Nothing is a foregone conclusion, 
but we are open and ready to discuss what amalga-
mation would mean to all of us as the church of Je-
sus Christ. 
 
At the same time another group is considering Re-
development and Re-location.   You have received 
their report.  You know they are being as thorough, 
as thoughtful and as faithful as you have asked them 
to be. 
 
In a wider circle, we are continuing our participation 
in Cooperating Congregations , a conversation in-
volving all nine United Churches in Kitchener.  And 

we are just receiving an Environics Congregational 
Report , which tells us about the people, the needs 
and the social values of the people who live in down-
town Kitchener.  Out of that may come further confir-
mation of the directions that Trinity has set for itself in 
its discernment of where and to what God is leading 
us. 
 
See what I mean about so much going on!  Has your 
heart begun to sing? 
 
In our current evaluation of budgets and steward-
ship  we are filled with a sense of the abundance of 
God’s love and gifts in our lives.  The numbers may 
be tough but we have faith that if we are wise we can 
accomplish so much good in the world around us. 
 
Our Chancel Choir is a beautiful gift to our worship 
services.  Their Advent presentation, Our Frozen 
Earth , and their concerts at local Nursing Homes re-
flect a vibrant music tradition at Trinity. 
 
Recently the Mr and Mrs Club  showed grace and 
creativity in responding to the life situation of its 
members.  It decided to focus more on the support of 
one another, remembering the friendships and the 
joys and sorrows they shared over the last sixty 
years.  They showed such courage in re-inventing 
themselves in an expression that celebrates all they 
have been together and for Trinity. 
 
In the testimonies of new members  we have heard 
stirring personal stories of how God is acting in the 
lives of people of all ages, especially the youth.  They 
touched our hearts deeply and planted seeds of 
hope.  We know that what we are about is God’s pro-
ject, not our’s, and that it is by God’s grace that we 
live and love. 
 
Enjoy Trinity News.  Let your hearts sing! 

 
Memorial Hymn Sing 

Sal Scandrett 
 
The Trinity Memorial Hymn Sing which took place on 
Sunday November 1st (All Saint’s Day) was deemed 
to be a very fitting way to pay tribute to our loved 
ones who are no longer with us. This idea was  
conceived by Desmond Jagger-Parsons who had  
initiated a similar tribute in one of his previous  
parishes.  The congregation seemed to really appre-
ciate having the opportunity to choose and sing ten of 
their all time favourite hymns which, surprisingly,  
included two which we have sung only recently. 
 

The Chancel Choir selected and sang four of their 
favourite anthems and dedicated one of them to  
former choir members. 
 

The committee composed of Paul Bitzer, Laurie  
Gilmore, Ruth Hymmen, Sal Scandrett, and Karl 
Wahl led by Desmond, held a few meetings to  
organize this event and compile letters to send to the 
congregation and to those who had loved ones and 
family members previously associated with Trinity.  
Under Laurie Gilmore’s direction, a lunch was  
prepared and provided for Trinity members and out-of
-town guests to enjoy after the service. There were 
many favourable comments made about the  
Memorial Hymn Sing and many felt that it was a very 
poignant, moving service that bears repeating again 
next year. 



Shop and Support: 
Fundraising for Trinity  

Really Can’t Get Any Easier! 
Karen Lochead 

 
Shop & Support is a fundraising initiative that permits 
anyone interested in supporting Trinity to purchase 
gift cards for use at over 150 participating retailers 
and raise money for Trinity at the same time.   
Included in this program are a wide variety of grocery 
stores and gas stations as well as: 
· Shopper’s Drug Mart, London Drugs & Pharma Plus 
· Zellers, Sears & The Bay 
· Winners & HomeSense 
· Tim Horton’s, Timothy’s & Starbucks 
· Toys R Us & Scholar’s Choice 
· The Future Shop & Staples 
· Home Depot, Home Hardware, Rona  
  and Canadian Tire 
· Aldo, American Eagle Outfitters, The Gap, Jacob, 
Mark’s Work Wearhouse, Northern Reflections, 
Roots & Old Navy 

· Air Canada Vacations, Signature Vacations  
  and VIA Rail 
(A complete list of participating retailers can found in 
the Shop & Support catalogue, which is available in 
the Church Office or on-line at:  
http://www.shopandsupport.ca) 
 
Once purchased, Shop and Support gift cards can be 
used like cash (in-store or on-line) for everyday  
shopping and gift giving.   
  
So how does this benefit Trinity? 
 
Without any additional cost to you or to Trinity, up to 
15% of each dollar value purchased (the percentage 
varies by retailers) is automatically donated to  
Trinity.  For example, if you buy a $100 Winners gift 
card, $7 (i.e. 7%) goes to Trinity; if you buy a $100 
Loblaws gift card, $4 (i.e. 4%) goes to Trinity. 
  
There are three easy and convenient ways to pur-
chase Shop & Support gift cards: 
 

1.  Purchase ‘stock’ cards as you need them 
 
Trinity has purchased a ‘stock’ supply of the following 
gift cards: 
Zehrs ($25; $50) 
Sobey’s/Price Chopper ($25; $50) 
Food Basics ($10 and $20) 
Canadian Tire ($25) 
Pioneer Petroleum ($25) 
Petro Canada ($25) 
Sunoco ($20) 

Shell ($20) 
Tim Horton’s ($10) 
Swiss Chalet ($25) 
M&M Meat Shops ($25) 
 
These cards will be on sale in the Fellowship Hall 
during coffee hour throughout the months of Novem-
ber and December and on the first Sunday of each 
month thereafter (more often if we can find enough 
volunteers).  Stock cards can also be purchased from 
the church office at any time during regular office 
hours (Monday to Friday, 9:00am to 1:00pm).  Please 
bring exact change or pay by cheque made payable 
to ‘Trinity United Church’. 
 
2.  Custom Order Cards as you need them 
 
Complete an order form indicating the number and 
type of gift cards you want, attach your payment 
(preferably by cheque made payable to ‘Trinity United 
Church’), place both in an envelope and drop them 
off in the Church Office during regular office hours 
(Monday to Friday, 9:00am to 1:00pm) or in the Shop 
& Support order box which will be located in the  
Fellowship Hall during coffee hour each Sunday. 
 
Gail will be placing ‘custom orders’ before 9:00am 
each Monday morning and custom ordered gift cards 
will be delivered to the Church Office each Friday.  
You can collect your custom ordered gift cards from 
the Church Office anytime during regular office hours 
or Fellowship Hall during coffee hour throughout the 
months of November and December and on the first 
Sunday of each month thereafter (more often if we 
can find enough volunteers���
�
3.  Place a Monthly ‘Standing Order’ 
 
If you would like place a ‘standing order’ to receive 
the same number of gift cards each month, please 
contact Gail at office@tuckitchener.org or (519) 742-
3578.  Standing orders can be made payable by  
Pre-Authorized Remittance (PAR). 
 
 
 
Fundraising for Trinity really can’t get any easier!  
Just by switching to Shop and Support gift cards and 
following your regular shopping routines YOU can 
help fundraise for Trinity. 
 
Want to do more?  We’re currently looking for volun-
teers to help sell ‘stock’ cards and collect order forms 
in the Fellowship Hall on at least the first Sunday of 
each month.  If you can help out, please contact 
Karen Lochead (klochead@wlu.ca) or the Church 
Office (office@tuckitchener.org or (519) 742-3578). 



Treasurer’s Update 

Ron Baer 
 

In reviewing October's financial reports, I would like to thank Trinity members for honouring their 2009 stewardship 
commitments.  Receipts to the end of October are close to what we anticipated for this time of year.  Expenses as 
well are close to our budget, with the net result being a deficit of $45,065 compared to a projected deficit of 
$44,884.   
 
You will recall that last year, we completed the year with a $54,000 deficit, eliminating accumulated surpluses from 
previous years, leaving us with a starting 2009 deficit of $22,223.  These numbers mean that Trinity is borrowing 
from its various funds to meet general expenses.  Trinity offers a wide variety of programs through a motivated 
team of two ministers, a director of music ministry, an administrator, a secretary, a custodian and a bookkeeper.  
To sustain the variety of worship, outreach and pastoral care programs we provide, we need your continuing  
financial support.  A goal that I have is for Trinity to go beyond the budgeted revenues we set and to eliminate the 
current deficit.  Please consider supporting Trinity's staff and programs as you make you 2009 yearend charitable 
contributions. 
 
The 2010 stewardship campaign is underway and we need you to carefully consider your pledge for next year.  To 
help your Church Council determine the level of programs that Trinity can offer, we need your returned pledge 
form.  The elimination of a deficit budget in 2010 will require each of us to consider advancing a step on the stair-
case as indicated in the stewardship brochure. 
 
2009 Financials - To October 30 Actual Budget 
 

Salaries and Benefits $258,836 $254,299 
Presbytery Assessment $  12,739 $  12,738 
Property - Maintenance & Operating $  47,400 $  50,516 
Committees $  43,412   $  50,657 
Outreach $  25,999 $  30,526 
Mission and Service - Unified Budget $  30,000 $  30,000 
Total Expenses $418,386 $428,735 
 
Receipts $332,986 $343,751 
Transfer from Carryover Funds $ 10,335 $  11,000 
Transfer from Legacy Funds $  30,000 $  29,100 
Total Receipts $373,321  $383,851 
 
Surplus (Deficit) (45,065) (44,884) 
�

�

Narrative Budget Disbursements to
October 2009

Christian 
Development

15%

Congregational 
Management

22%

Community 
Outreach

18%

Mission 
Outreach

10%

Pastoral Care
14%

Worship & 
Music
21%



Member Profile - Peg Keeler 
Peggy Plet 

 
Peg Keeler was a real estate broker and taught the 
licensing course at Conestoga College for 12 years. 
She has been an active person in the community all 
her life and has been on several boards including:  
K.W. Real Estate Board, YMCA/YWCA in Brantford, 
YWCA in Kitchener and Kitchener Art Gallery 
Women’s Association. She was Chairman of Ontario 
Home and School Association and conducted a 
weekly radio show in Brantford on “All aspects of 
Education”. Peg has also been Head of Women’s 
Division of United Appeal in Brantford and executive 
and active member of Kitchener Waterloo Garden 
Club for the past 24 years. Over the past 40 years 
she has been President of Trinity’s Mr. & Mrs. Club 
three times. She says of herself: “I loved to organize. 
I’ve always been busy and can’t just sit at home  
fidgeting my thumbs. I still drive”. At age 90, she has 
decided to retire and spend a lot of her time playing 
bridge.So, when Peg Keeler is not at Trinity she is 
playing bridge.  
 
She is a naturalist and loves nature in every form. In 
the summer she enjoys fishing at her camp in  
Haliburton, Ontario.  Another passion of hers is  
writing. She says that she “loves to write, but it has to 
be humorous”. Peg writes short stories and poetry, 
but in the past she has also written human interest 
stories once a week for the Stoney Creek News. So, 
far she has published one book, Howard Be thy 
Name about her dog. She has finished her life story, 
but that’s still on her computer together with many 
other stories.  
 
 

 

 

About faith she says: “Faith was my backup and it 
helped to see me through obstacles. It relieved 
stress. Faith was my other half. I have met many  
reverends over the years and some have become 
special friends. It was a privilege to have been  
associated with ministers such as- Rev. Beverly L. 
Oaten in Brantford, Dr. Frank Morgan, Rev. Al. Kirker 
and now Rev. Jack here in Kitchener. He is the icing 
on the cake”. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Thomas John Davies 
June Davies 

 
Thomas John Davies, son of Ken Davies (who spoke 
at the May Fellowship Club meeting) and grandson of 
Jack and June Davies, graduated into the Armed 
Forces in July 2009.  He is stationed at Camp Borden 
for training as a weapon’s technician.   
 
Remember in your prayers our men and women in 
the Armed Forces all over the world.   
 
 
 



Why We Should Be Thankful 
Hayley 

 
 

����������	
���

������
��������������	������������ �
���������������
���	���������������
��
���������
��������
����
���
����������
��
�
����������������
����
�������
�������
�����
����������������
������
����������
�����������������	
���

���������������� �
����������������
������������������������������� 
���������
����
�	����������
����
��������������� 
�������������
�����
����������

�

Hayley is the six-year-old daughter of Kim Wilson our 
Kitchen Coordinator for Out of the Cold.   

How Does the Spirit of God Move You? 

Karen Lochead, Worship Committee Chair 

Have you ever felt particularly moved during a  
worship service?  Maybe this moment occurred while 
you were listening to an insightful scripture reading or 
inspiring sermon.  Maybe it happened while you were 
singing an old, familiar hymn or while learning the 
words to a new one.  Perhaps it was the sentiment 
contained in a particular prayer that touched you in a 
special way or maybe it was the feeling you got as 
the voices of the choir or chords of the organ washed 
over you. 
 
When the Spirit of God moved you, how did you  
respond? 
 
Did you smile at your neighbour or nod your head in 
silent appreciation?  Did you shout ‘alleluia’ or  
whisper a quiet ‘amen’?  Maybe you teared-up and 
let your tears fall freely or maybe you choked back 
the lump in your throat and hoped that no one had 
noticed.  Perhaps you broke into spontaneous  

applause or maybe you sat still in silent reverence. 
 
If the Spirit of God moves people in different ways, 
why are we sometimes surprised (or maybe even a 
little embarrassed) when the Spirit of God provokes 
an unexpected response from ourselves or those 
around us? 
 
Our social conventions, upbringing and church  
culture can lead us to feel more or less comfortable 
with some responses to the Spirit of God than with 
others.  Perhaps that is why it’s rare for loud and 
spontaneous ‘alleluias’ to punctuate worship services 
at Trinity.  But should social conventions, upbringing 
and church culture dictate how we respond to the 
Spirit of God? 
 
There is no right or wrong way to respond to the 
Spirit of God, so the next time the Spirit of God 
moves you “Clap your hands and shout to God with 
cries of Joy” (Psalms 47:1) or “Be still and know that I 
am God” (Psalms: 46:10).  The choice is yours.  And 
if those around you respond differently, that’s OK too. 
 

Mardi Gras 

 

February 14th, 2010 at 10:15 a.m.  
 
Before we head to a season of Lent, we will once 
again celebrate Mardi Gras. With such a great  
success last year, we hope that everyone will wear 
something a little wild even a crazy tie or mixed up 
outfit.  
 
Arise and let your light Shine! The Fire of Justice  
burns within us! We shall overcome!  
 

 
Mardi Gras is not just about crazy music, dancing 
and fun (which is part of the excitement) but it in-
cludes many other themes. Have you ever wondered 
why the colours are Purple, Green and Gold? The 
accepted story behind the original selection of these 

colours originates from 1872 when the 
Grand Duke Alexis Romanoff of Rus-
sia visited New Orleans; Purple 
(symbolic of justice), green (symbolic 
of faith) and gold (symbolic of power). 
 
 

Don’t forget to bring your beads and mask. 

�



Trinity Mr. & Mrs. Club (1944- 2009) 

Peggy Plet 
 

This month, Trinity’s Mr.& Mrs. Club marks its 65th  
anniversary. At this point they are the longest running 
Mr. & Mrs. Club in Canada. For this occasion I talked 
with Peg Keeler, former president of the club and still 
an active member, and Dick Bryden about the history 
of the Club and some of its most memorable  
moments.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Trinity’s Mr. & Mrs. Club was founded by Ruth and 
Dick Bryden in October 1944. It is hard to imagine, 
but there used to be a time when radio was the only 
form of entertainment and young people had to  
entertain themselves. Back then, church was a  
gathering place and for young married couples with 
not much money it was an ideal place to make new 
friends. The clubs first annual meeting was held in 
1945. Club members met once a month, initially in 
homes, but since 1949 the Hearth Room has been 
their gathering place. Once a year, at the end of  
November, club members get together for the annual 
dinner.  
 
At its peak the club had 125 members and the club 
dues in 1945 were 25 cents per year. The club also 
issued a paper called the “Offspring” referring to the 
many children born to its members. 
 
After the war had ended, the main song in those days 
“Happy days are here again” also became the theme 
of the Mr. & Mrs Club. The couples who joined the 
Mr. & Mrs. Club all had in common that they were 
young and in their first stages of married life. In the 
following years they bought homes and started  
families.  According to Peg Keeler one of the main 
purposes of the Mr. & Mrs. Club was “having fun and 
welcoming new people”.  As she recalls: “If you were 
new at Trinity and joined the Mr and Mrs Club, you 

had friends right away. The transition became easier 
and you became part of the church family. You were 
immediately involved. It broke down barriers. Over 
the years all these members became close friends 
and close friends have become a second family and 
they support each other. Some members even  
married each other after their spouses had passed 
away”.  
 
Over the years, the Mr. & Mrs. Club became a  
socially very active group at Trinity and as the  
number of members grew, so did their activities in 
various subgroups. All subgroups operated under a 
constitution and had a project. Craft groups, a bible 
study group, a bridge group, a bowling group (still 
active), annual picnics, plays that were put on,  
speakers were invited and support to missionary  
projects overseas were just a few of their activities. 
There have been two events that stand out in the 
Clubs history. One was the Octoberfest Brunch, an 
initiative started in 1970 by Peg and Gord Keeler. 
This yearly fundraising event, during which 1300  
people were fed between 7:30 a.m. and noon, was 
very successful and not only in a financial aspect. It 
also united the whole congregation since every  
member had to pitch in.  
 
The other highlight was the Trinity Male Chorus, 
which became quite famous with their performances. 
In 1964 they even gave a concert in Ashtabulla, Ohio. 
However, not everything the groups organized went 
smoothly. Apparently there has been a corn roast 
without corn, a sleigh- ride when there was no snow, 
no bowling alleys for the bowlers and no speaker for 
a meeting. Then there was the time when there were 
no buses to take 80 members to a Stratford play and 
let’s not forget the men who burned the tomato soup 
on Ladies Night.  
 
Church as a gathering place, a group of close friends 
who journeyed together and humour are some of the 
recurring themes in the history of the Mr.& Mrs. Club.   
 
At its 65th anniversary, the club has 24 active  
members, with Marcia Schofield as their current 
president. The group has recently decided that they 
will continue as a social group, but that there will no 
longer be any formal meetings. On November 21, 
2009 the clubs favourite play, “The Lighthouse 
Keeper’s Daughter” will be performed for the last 
time. 
 
I’d like to thank Peg Keeler and Dick Bryden for their 
time and information for this article. 
 
**At the 65th Annual Dinner and Meeting, the Mr. & 
Mrs. Club voted to continue their association in a  
different form. They will continue to meet in a more 
social setting. 



� The Church Family  

    Deceased  

  
    Ella Usher      October 31, 2009 
       
     

  Santiago Almada    November 22 
  Angela Baer      November 22 
  Cassandra Chapman   November 22 
  Jamie Cross      November 22 
  Tim Oliver      November 22 
  Nicole Service     November 22 
  Carolyn Thompson   November 22 
     

 
  Kyla Jaclyn Barr    October 25 
  Sierra Arielle Spaulding  November 29 

 

Calendar of Upcoming Events 
 

 

Advent 2—Refugee Luncheon following   Sunday December 6          10:15 a.m. 
Men’s Turkey Dinner         Saturday December 12         6:00 p.m. 
Advent 3—White Gift Service      Sunday December 13        10:15 a.m. 
Advent 4             Sunday December 20        10:15 a.m. 
Blue Christmas           Sunday December 20          7:00 p.m. 
Christmas Eve Family Service      Thursday December 24         4:30 p.m. 
Candlelight Communion Service     Thursday December 24       10:00 p.m. 
Celebration of Christmas Carols     Sunday December 27        9:30 a.m. at Zion 
Mardi Gras            Sunday February 14        10:15 a.m. 
Annual General Meeting        Sunday February 21        11:30 a.m. 
18th Century Communion Mass—Haydn   Sunday February 28          2:30 p.m. 
 
 
 

Next Issue of Trinity News 
Deadline:  February 16, 2010 
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