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Welcome New Members

Joan and David Oille

LT

Eric and Marion Johnston Janet and Chuck Howitt
Summer Office Hours Staff Vacations/Away Days/Study Leave
June 29 to July 24 and August 7 to September 4 our Jack: June 15-20, June 29-July 19
office will be open: .
Desmond: July 20-August 23
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, & Thursdays e Hou
9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Darlene: July 27-August 14
Gail: June 4,5, June 17-25, July 27-31, August 17-21
Our office will be closed: )
Wednesday, July 1—Canada Day Robert: June 29-July 4, August 23-29
Monday July 27 - Friday August 7 Ken: June 15-26
(Rev. Jack will be available.) Daniel: August 23-September 6

Monday, September 7—Labour Day



710 Steps

Desmond Jagger-Parsons

On Wednesday, March 18, 2009, | took my turn laby-
rinth tending during Lent. Gail Summers and John
Lochead have been our faithful Labyrinth ministry
team but were unable to do it this one week. So, with
a lot of help from Robert Ross we unfolded the laby-
rinth. The only walkers were Dustin Ross (off on
March break) who counted the 710 steps it takes (if
you're 8), Darlene Schmidt and myself. | got thinking
about the fact that no one came to walk the labyrinth
and | bet that nearly no one would show up through-
out Lent. From time to time, there are murmurs of
concern about this around here and concerns that
we’ve done nothing to replace the ministry that took
place in the long defunct prayer room. And | also had
a few minutes to think about why people were coming
to our door — to seek benevolent assistance.

Are we a failed church because people don't seek us
out seven days a week to sit and pray or because our
own membership doesn’t seek out the study groups,
the prayer groups, the Godly Play for Adults? A num-
ber of efforts we've tried have gone bust: the Com-
mon Table Service on Monday nights for example. Is
it a sign of “the real problem around here”?

Top Ten Hymns

It turns out voting about redevelopment, amalgama-
tion, and relocation, or the Four Churches Project for
that matter, isn’t the real controversial vote around
here. It's our hymnody!!

Our top ten hymns are:

How Great Thou Art
Amazing Grace
I, the Lord of Sea and Sky (Here | Am, Lord)
Guide Me O Thou Great Jehovah
Abide with Me
| Feel the Winds of God
| Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry
8. All Glory, Laud, and Honour
For the Beauty of the Earth
10. Precious Lord, Take My Hand

agrONE

On All Saints Sunday, November 1, 2009, at 7 p.m.,
we will have a Memorial Hymn Sing at Trinity. You,
along with all of those who have a historic connection

The Sunday lectionary for this week out of Numbers
speaks of the people murmuring in the desert: the
desert’s too hot, there’s not enough water, we're go-
ing to starve. | think we spend a lot of time murmur-
ing too — there’s no one coming to pray, nobody par-
ticipates, we don't advertise well enough that’s the
trouble, and murmur, murmur. All the while the minis-
try God calls us to, knocks on our door and we don’t
want it. Or, at least, | don’'t some of the time. | feel
sometimes like it's a great rip off, like | can’t keep
against it, like I'm too busy doing “ministry” to those
I’'m accountable to.

There’s a great upbeat Jewish Passover hymn — the
Dayenu — which means “it would have been enough
for us”. It recounts God’s gifts to the people: freeing
them from slavery, the miracles, the gift of God’s
word and Sabbath and God’s being with them. Each
line proclaims that if God had but given them ONE of
these things, it would have been enough for them to
sing praise to God. This is the kind of radical grati-
tude that helps us with the murmuring. It helps me
anyway. Can we believe that we have ENOUGH?

with Trinity will be asked if you would like to select
one or more of these hymns and/or one of four choral
selections to be sung in memory of your loved ones.
We hope this will be a way to honour our dead, speak
to our grieving, reconnect with old friends, and raise
funds for our ongoing ministries.



Congregation Votes Overwhelmingly
To Explore New Vistas

David Cooke

Following what obviously was a very meaningful
communion service, Trinity’s congregation adopted a
rather festive atmosphere in the Fellowship Hall on
Sunday, May 3" and voted overwhelmingly to explore
redevelopment, relocation and amalgamation possi-
bilities. By a secret ballot vote of 117 to 1, Council
has been given a mandate to seriously look into
these ideas and give an initial report back by the end
of October.

Members also were asked whether or not
they support the Four Churches vision of a
joint properties redevelopment and joint
management of the resulting redevelopment
as reflected in the Four Churches project
vision. The vote, also conducted by secret
ballot, was Yes 72, Yes with reservations,
26 and No 22.

This means the rate of acceptance of the
Four Churches initiative is 81.67% and
Council should not ignore those ideas.

The twenty-six people who voted to accept

Four Churches with reservations were given separate
sheets on which to spell out those reservations.
Twenty of them did so. The results were interesting
and, obviously, must be carefully considered. Eleven
people mentioned costs. (A premise of the vision is
that there will be no major expense to the congrega-
tion other than real estate). Eight people are con-
cerned that the organ be saved. A major refurbishing
of the organ occurred 5 years ago. Eight people are
concerned with preserving the stained glass windows
and artifacts. Architects can be instructed to keep
these concerns in mind when designing a project. As
well, there was concern that the church should not be
directly involved in the development or landlord busi-
ness.

To put the decisions in context, the congregation con-
sidered the church’s Annual Report of 1947, the year
Orville Hossie answered our call and began the 44
years of Hossie, Morgan and Kirker, what some might
consider the golden years of church attendance. It
became clear that even the year Dr. Hossie arrived
was a very different time in terms of church atten-
dance. Attendance dwindled, in fact, during those 44
years and every year since. Curiously, Trinity
has a great deal of energy right now and this
could be the year membership actually starts
to climb again, as is evidenced by the weekly
testimonials we are receiving from new mem-
bers.

All together, it looks as if this is going to be an
unusually busy summer for Council. They will
need your help and input. A list of Council
members is found below. They all have
e-mails. Feel free to contact them and have
your input as to where our explorations should
take us now.

Council Members

David Cooke
Barbara Bitzer
Alan Kirker

Ron Baer
Nancy Smale
Pat Tummon
Cathy Eagles
Carl Weldon
Ken Usher
Wayne Johnston
Mary Anderson
Karen Lochead
Marilyn Abthorpe

Gabriel Almada
Bob Bennett
Mark Breathwaite
Derrick Courtens
Robert Douglas
Pamela Fraser
Donna-Jean Heard
Steve Hornett
John Lochead
Mary Lou Miller
Nigel Motts

Peter Oliver
David Thompson



Cornerstone: A bit from the Archives
Carolyn Blackstock

Did you know that Trinity United Church has
archives? Do you know where they are? | first heard
about the archives when Trinity celebrated an anni-
versary. Gwenyth Bevan regularly brought items from
the archives to show during children’s time. The sto-
ries she told made the people and stones and things
of the church come alive.

Gwen and a group of dedicated people created an
archive in which we can be proud. There are carefully
labelled boxes and files of photos, programs, bulle-
tins, music and minutes --- everything that tells of the
life and work of the people of Trinity. The story of
change at Trinity can be found in the archives --
changes in buildings and changes of name. The
records of the many different groups and outreach
activities are carefully preserved. Pictures of choirs,

the music they performed and even attendance rolls
for choir practice are stored in the archives.

As the new archivist, | am in awe of all the work that
has been done and excited to explore and share the
history of Trinity with you. Watch for something from
the archives in each issue of Trinity News. If you are
interested in helping out with the archives just let us
know.

So where are the archives? You'll find them in a little
room in the chapel. Here’s a peek.

Christ's Hand and Voice
Peggy Plet

On April 23, the Community Safety & Crime Preven-
tion Council held it's Annual Justice Dinner. This was
not a Trinity event, but notable among the people
honoured and thanked were:

Myrta Rivera for her contributions to the Waterloo
Regional Police Service Board

Joan Archer, volunteer at the Waterloo Region
Crime Prevention Council.

Barb Rutherford Hill for her help as Chair of the
Planning Committee for many years and for her
involvement as a community volunteer.

Trinity’s motto is to be Christ's Hand and Voice in
downtown Kitchener and beyond. Some of that work
happens under our name, some happens under the

name of the United Church of Canada, and some
happens under the name of other community
organizations such as those mentioned above. If you
would like to lift up others from this congregation and
their voluntary contributions to making our world a
better place, we will be running this piece in Trinity
News in future editions and we’d like to hear about it.




Cornerstone: A bit from the Archives
Carolyn Blackstock

As | write this, it is just
after the Palm Sunday
service at Trinity. The
children waved palm
branches, the choir sang,
the congregation gathered
and Reverend Jack
preached. After the ser-
vice | took a moment to
slip into the archives for
information for an article
for Trinity News. On the
desk was a little booklet. |
wanted to look at it again
to see if the words still
spoke. They did.

The booklet commemorates the dedication of the
chapel and Fellowship Hall exactly sixty years ago. It
was Palm Sunday April 10, 1949 when the congrega-
tion gathered and sang the same processional hymn
as we sang today:

“All glory, laud, and honour
To Thee, Redeemer, King
To whom the lips of children
Made sweet hosannas ring”

The congregation of 1949 was celebrating the com-
pletion of a major building project. They sang as they
processed into the brand new chapel. The congrega-
tion of 2009 is also contemplating change.

Sometimes people wonder what is the use of having
archives — aren’t they just old bits of paper? | believe
they are important because people in the past faced
many of the same things we do today.

Within that booklet are words written by the minister
Orville P. Hossie which are just as meaningful today
as they were sixty years ago.

“In entering the promised land of magnificently
expanded facilities, let us pay a sincere tribute
to those who planned for many years, yet saw
this day but afar off. Let us give thanks for the
able, wise and persevering leadership of our
building committee. Let us express our appre-
ciation of the patience of our people during the
wilderness days of alteration. But above all, let
us now go into this land of promise, with joyous
expectancy. Let us explore its unrealized op-
portunities and by our faithful efforts possess it
for our Lord Jesus Christ.”

Whatever happens at Trinity in the coming
months and years it is comforting to know that
we are not alone in having struggled with difficult
decisions.

Out of the Cold

Dennis Watson

When the Out of the Cold Breakfast/Clean Up volun-
teers completed their shift on the morning of Tuesday
April 28, 2009, it marked the end of another year of
this downtown ministry to the poor and homeless.
More importantly, it marked the completion of our
10th year as a site for this program. Over the period
of 26 Monday nights and Tuesday mornings begin-
ning in November 2008, we served 5,565 meals or
an average of 214 per night and slept 1,267 or an
average of 49 per night. Our partner, St. Andrew's
Presbyterian, slept another 350 people for an aver-
age of 18 per night. Total number fed on Monday
nights represents a 0.9% increase over the previous
year and the combined numbers slept at both sites
represents a 2.5% decrease from the previous year.
When looking at the results for Out of the Cold
across the community and across 10 host churches,
we have recorded 23,495 meals served and 10,615
sheltered overnight. Looking at these numbers year
over year, we saw an increase of 4.6% and a de-
crease of 1.9% respectively. As with every year, itis
the volunteers who must be saluted for their

incredible contribution. Many have been with the
program since its inception and most uttered the
commitment to return this fall.

Out of the Cold at Trinity has never had to try and
fundraise and has consistently had a surplus in its
funding. For the last two years, however, we have
been "eating" into that surplus; spending more per
year than we've taken in. To be clear, Out of the
Cold at Trinity still has a surplus from previous year’s
donations. As our stewardship needs have us asking
our congregation members for increased donations
to maintain our building, staffing and other ministries,
the goal is to fundraise outside the congregation for
our Out of the Cold program. Your assistance and
suggestions are welcomed through contacting David
Cooke or Dennis Watson.

In the meantime, "thank you" for your ongoing sup-
port and encouragement all these years. We could
not have done it without you! We could not have
done it without God's love and grace!




Canadian history told through song, fado music and puppetry. These are just some of the ways Latitudes Storytel-
ling Festival will be celebrating stories for adults and children, on June 20-21.

Mike Ford, formerly of Moxy Fruvous, brings his unique perspective of Canadian history told through song.
Tony Gouveia will bring traditional fado music to the stage.

Banjo Puppets are engaging and durable handmade puppets for professional and aspiring puppeteers.

All are confirmed to appear at this year’s event on Roos Island, Victoria Park, in Kitchener.

Juno Award nominees and favourites locally, House of Doc will also bring their brand of stories told through blue-
grass music to the festival; they will also headline the main concert event at Trinity United Church on Saturday,
June 20 at 8 p.m.

There is a strong local connection as Paul Tiessen tells the story of Gordon Eby, a young Kitchener diarist in the
1910s, and Hildi Tiessen will bring the story of Ephraim Weber, writer and long-time pen pal of L.M. Montgomery,
author of Anne of Green Gables. Ronnie Lowrey of the Baden Storytellers’ Guild will also appear at this year’'s
festival. Latitudes Festival is also proud to welcome the Dual Language Book Club from Winston Churchill Public
School in Waterloo.

Also appearing will be Mariko Tamaki, Dan Yashinksy, Rukhsana Khan and the New Quarterly panel featuring
stories for non-storytellers. Brad Woods of Guelph will also appear.

Latitudes Storytelling Festival celebrates stories from around the world, for children and adults alike; a festival of
stories told in spoken word, music, image, theatre and poetry.

For more information, please contact Sarah Anderson, artistic co-ordinator, at 519-579-3215 or Lori-Ann
Livingston, chair, at 519-584-1758.

Matrillac Place

Wayne Johnston

Sixteen years old and pregnant . | can't go home but
| want to keep the baby, how do | cope? There is a
place that opened in 1992 with a goal to create a cul-
ture of empowerment, security, safety and stability for
pregnant or single mothers between the ages of

16 - 25 with their children up to the age of 12 months.
It is Marillac Place .

Providing parenting and life skills with self-care as
well as strongly encouraging their guests to continue
their education and attend extensive programming
within our community takes people, resources and
money. You can help.

Our church will be getting small baby bottles from
Marillac Place and your generosity will help. Please
fill these baby bottles with loose change ( eg. loonies
& toonies ) and enable these young girls to become
the mothers they want to be.

This bottle drive will take place between Mother's
Day (May 10) and Father's Day (June 21).

You know lives and futures are being saved by
Marillac Place. Please help.

P.S. Go to their website www.marillacplace.ca and
see their wish list.



Financial Appeal
Ron Baer

Trinity's finances remain a challenge in 2009. Donations are slightly lower than we had anticipated at this time of
year and current market conditions continue to have a negative impact on the value of our Legacy Fund. Last year,
this fund provided $48,456 towards the mission of the church. For 2009, Trinity's approved budget projects a deficit of
$47,800. While this is down from our originally estimated deficit of $116,000, it is still of great concern. This budget
includes receipts of $29,100 from the Legacy Fund, a disbursement quota required by the Canada Revenue Agency.

Trinity has been fortunate to draw from several funds that have been designated by donors including the Out of the
Cold fund, the Building Repair fund and the Music Ministry fund, but these are being depleted to meet ongoing needs.
At the start of 2009, the Out of the Cold fund had a balance of $14,470. By the end of April, this fund has been re-
duced to $9,870. Expenses of $12,276 for food, clothing, cleaning and other items are lower than we anticipated, yet
were still greater than the $7,676 that donors designated to this valuable program. For the full year 2009, Trinity ex-
pects to spend $31,000 in support of Out of the Cold.

Trinity is blessed with an excellent staff providing worship, pastoral care, Christian development, music, custodial,
office and administrative functions. To provide these services, Trinity's salary budget is $302,000. Trinity is also a
great supporter of Outreach projects. In addition to Out of the Cold, Trinity provides financial support for St Paul's
College, the KW Multicultural Center, United for Peace, and the United Church's Mission and Service Fund. Trinity
has budgeted $85,600 to provide for these initiatives in 2009.

There has been much talk about the Four Churches Project, and this has resulted in Trinity deferring major build-
ing expenses such as roof repairs for the Fellowship Hall. Just as you would for your own home, Trinity needs to con-
tinue maintaining the current building to provide a place for worship and a home to programs such as Out of the Cold.
Your contributions to the Building Repair fund are still required.

Below is the financial snapshot as of April 30th.

This deficit of $25,257 is in addition to the 2008

shortfall of $54,471. While Trinity has established Financial Snapshot - April Actual Budget

a contingency to borrow against the Legacy fund,

we are appealing to you to review your donations Local Expenses 153011 157.771

and provide support for Trinity's mission serving ’ ’

as Christ's hands and voice in downtown Kitchener Outreach 12,393 17,684

and beyond. Mission & Service 6.667 _ 6,667
What can you do to support Trinity? Total Expenses 172,071 182,122

Consider submitting your donations by Pre-Authorized _

Remittance (PAR). Trinity receives a larger percentage Receipts 142,214 149,630

of it's donations in December than in any other month, yet Carryover funds 4.600 0

salaries and building expenditures occur throughout the _

year. PAR gives Trinity consistency in matching your Total Receipts 146,814 149,630

donations with its expenses. Information for setting up Deficit (25,257) (32,492)

PAR can be obtained by calling the church office.
Make sure you've sent in your stewardship response
indicating the financial support that you will be providing to Trinity for 2009.

Continue or increase your support for the Out of the Cold fund and the Building repair fund.

Sign up for the Eat to Give program. You receive full value for Gift Cards to buy groceries at stores such as
Zehrs, Superstore, and Sobeys. Trinity benefits by getting 4% of the value of the cards you receive. For each
family participating, $300 per month in cards provides $144 of financial support annually to the church.
Consider taking a leadership role by adding the Legacy Fund to your will, or making a donation/pledge now.

Trinity is entering a very exciting phase in its long and distinguished history. Your valuable support at this critical time
will enable Trinity to be a dynamic, inclusive fellowship of faith which worships God, embraces Christian values and
strives to serve as Christ's hands and voice in downtown Kitchener and beyond.



The Church Family

Deceased
Lois Dustow February 28, 2009
Victoria Waring April 6, 2009
David and Joan Oille
Bob and Anne Walters
Eric and Marion Johnston
Chuck & Janet Howitt
Calendar of Upcoming Events
Hamilton Conference Friday - Sunday May 22-24 Fergus
Anniversary of Church Union  June 7 10:15 a.m. Trinity
Rev. Harold Steed Preaching
Celebration of Creative Ministries June 14 10:15 a.m. Trinity
Church School Music
Latitudes Storytelling Festival June 20-21 12:30 - 5:30 p.m. Victoria Park
Latitudes Storytelling Concert Saturday June 20 8:00 p.m. Trinity
Church Picnic Sunday June 21 10:30 a.m. Forest Heights Collegiate
Baptism - Mya Labour June 28 10:15 a.m. Trinity
Summer Services:
July 5,12, 19 10:00 a.m. Trinity
July 26, August 2, 9, 16, 23 10:00 a.m. Zion
August 30, September 6 10:00 a.m. Trinity
Next Issue of Trinity News
Deadline: August 24
Trinity News
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Trinity United Church
Phone: 519-742-3578 74 Frederick Street Fax: 519-742-3313
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